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We are pleased to invite you to attend the 31st annual conference in Palermo  
20-23 June 2012

Palermo is the fifth largest Italian 
city. Surrounded by 
the mountains, facing the sea 
and lying on the valley 
of “Conca d’Oro”, 
that takes its name from 
the golden color of lemons. 

Created by the Phoenicians in 734 
B.C., Palermo’s remarkable 
artistic heritage is the result 
of its ancient history and multiple 
dominations. Carthaginians, 
Romans, Byzantines, Arabs, 
Normans, French and Spanish 
have conquered the city  
and been conquered by its leaders.  
Palermo was considered 
as a strategic location 
due to its geographic position 
in the Mediterrenean basin, 
its ethnic melting pot and its high 
artistic and gastronomic quality.

Beyond “Monte Pellegrino” 
that overlooks the city, styles 
merge: the Art Nouveau style 
with the Arabic and the Baroque 
meets the Byzantine mosaics. 
All this aesthetic patchworks is 
reminiscent of the gastronomic 
parallel between the sweet Eastern 
and the salty Mediterranean. 

Palermo will also seduce its visitors 
with its churches, aristocratic 
palaces, gardens, Art Nouveau villas, 
former mosques, local markets. 

Discovering the city is a pleasant 
experience thanks to the exceptional 
tempered climate and sea breeze 
all over the year.


